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On Jan. 18, the Supreme Court ordered the arrest of former president Leon Febres Cordero
(1984-88), who is accused of embezzling public funds in a case arising from charges against his son-
in-law. The court order was provisional, saying Febres Cordero must be held in prison in Quito but
that the decision can be appealed. The court also ratified an arrest order against Miguel Orellana,
Febres Cordero's son-in-law and private secretary while he was president. Orellana is a fugitive
from justice on the earlier arrest order. The warrants against both men involve the alleged payment
of $150,000 to an Israeli antiterrorism expert in 1987. Orellana received the money in cash from
the Central Bank, which he said was used to pay Ram Gazit for advice in fighting a small leftist
guerrilla group. Before Orellana disappeared, he said he could not provide proof of how the money
was spent because Gazit, for security reasons, could not appear in his defense. After Rodrigo Borja
was elected president in 1988, the Central Bank revealed the $150,000 was withdrawn in cash and
no accounting for it was given. Late Thursday in Guayaquil, riot police used tear gas to break up a
crowd of hundreds of Febres Cordero supporters who assembled on central 9th of October Avenue
because the rally had not been authorized by the authorities. Radio reports from that city indicated
there were no injuries or arrests. (Basic data from AP, 01/18/90)
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